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ERGİN, OSM AN ( ‘ O t h m â n  NûrI) Turkish 
scholar and publicist, was born in 1883 in Imrin, a 
village (now a district centre) in the wilayet of 
Malatya. His father Hâdjdjî cAli, of a family of 
humble farmers, tried his fortune in trade and after 
many journeys, including one in Rumania, settled in 
Istanbul, where he opened a coffee-house. The little 
Osman, who had memorized the Kur’ân in the 
village, was brought to Istanbul in 1892 where, after 
attending various modern schools, he entered the 
Dar ül-Şhafaka, a leading private school of high 
standard, and graduated second of his class in 1901. 
The same year he was appointed an official in the 
Municipality of Istanbul. Spurred by a love of 
learning, for three years he attended, in his spare 
time, the courses of traditional sciences of a khodfa at 
the Shehzâde mosque. This type of training, which 
he was later bitterly to criticize, did not satisfy him, 
and he registered at the Faculty of Letters of Istanbul 
University whence he graduated in 1907 with a first 
class degree. Osman Ergin continued as a municipal 
official until his retirement in 1947, rising in his 
career from a simple clerk to be a mektübdfu, the 
office he held for twenty-two years. He was also 
a successful teacher and taught until 1956 in various 
secondary and professional schools of Istanbul, 
including his own Dâr ül-Şhafaka and the American 
College for Girls. He died in 1961 in Istanbul.
Osman Ergin had a lively and inquisitive mind and 
was very erudite. His life-long research in the 
archives and libraries of Istanbul soon made him a 
leading authority on the history of municipal and 
educational institutions of Istanbul. Unbending in 
bis principles, loyal in his friendships, "the Mekiubdju 
Osman Bey” was one of the most remarkable 
characters among scholars of his generation, liked 
and respected by everyone.
Apart from his very numerous books on various 
subjects and his biographical and bibliographical 
monographs, some still unpublished, he was the 
author of the following major works:
1) Medfelle-i Umür-i Belediyye, 5 volumes, 
Istanbul 1330-8, the first of which is a richly docu­
mented historical introduction to municipal in-
reading.
3) Istanbul şehri rehberi, Istanbul 1934, is the 
outcome of his long research preparatory to the first 
modern census of the city of Istanbul in 1927 (as 
part of the first general census in Turkey). This is 
the best detaüed topographical study of Istanbul 
with street names and thirty-eight maps.
4) Türkiye'de şehirciliğin tarihi inkişafı, Istanbul 
1936, a survey of most of the problems discussed in 
the Mcdjelle-i Umür-i Belediyye.
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